About the Joint Transportation Review Committee

The Joint Transportation Review Committee (JTRC) was established as part of Act 114 of 2007. The JTRC is responsible for determining if each candidate for the S.C. Department of Transportation Commission is qualified and meets the requirements provided by law to serve.   The JTRC submits the names of all qualified candidates to the appropriate congressional district delegation for election to the Commission. 

 Composition, duties and responsibilities of the JTRC, in pertinent part:
Section 57-1-720.    (A)    The review committee is composed of the following ten members. 

(1)    From the Senate: 

(a)    the chairman of the Finance Committee or his designee; 

(b)    the chairman of the Judiciary Committee or his designee; 

(c)    the chairman of the Transportation Committee or his designee; and 

(d)    two members appointed by the President Pro Tempore, one member upon the recommendation of the Senate Majority Leader and one member upon the recommendation of the Senate Minority Leader. 

(2)    From the House of Representatives: 

(a)    the chairman of the Ways and Means Committee or his designee; 

(b)    the chairman of the Education and Public Works Committee or his designee; 

(c)    one member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and 

(d)    two members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives from the state at large. 

…

Section 57-1-730.    The review committee has the following powers and duties: 

(1)    to screen each candidate applying for election to the commission; 

(2)    in screening candidates and making its findings, the review committee must give due consideration to: 

(a)    ability, area of expertise, dedication, compassion, common sense, and integrity of each candidate; and 

(b)    the impact that each candidate would have on the racial and gender composition of the commission, and each candidate's impact on other demographic factors represented on the commission, such as residence in rural or urban areas, to assure nondiscrimination to the greatest extent possible of all segments of the population of the State; 

(3)    to determine if each candidate is qualified and meets the requirements provided by law to serve as a member of the Department of Transportation Commission, make findings concerning whether each candidate is qualified, and deliver its findings to the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives; and 

(4)    to submit the names of all qualified candidates to the congressional district delegation for election. 

…

DOT Commission member qualifications, in pertinent part:

Section 57-1-310. 
(C)    The qualifications that each commission member must possess, include, but are not limited to: 

(1)    a baccalaureate or more advanced degree from: 

(a)    a recognized institution of higher learning requiring face-to-face contact between its students and instructors prior to completion of the academic program; 

(b)    an institution of higher learning that has been accredited by a regional or national accrediting body; or 

(c)    an institution of higher learning chartered before 1962; or 

(2)    a background of at least five years in any combination of the following fields of expertise: 

(a)    transportation; 

(b)    construction; 

(c)    finance; 

(d)    law; 

(e)    environmental issues; 

(f)    management; or 

(g)    engineering. 

…

